Year Six Science - Summer 2 - Evolution and inheritance

Key Vocabulary Inherited charucteristics

Inheritance The passing of charucteristics from a parent to its offspring. These are things ahout the offspring (children) that are similar to the
Variation Changes hetween one thing and another.
Charucteristics A feature that makes one thing different or similar to- another. parents.
Adaptation A change in a characteristic of an organism. These occur natwrally all of the time. e Bar, Lisa and Maggie all have spikey hair, just like their dad.
Evolution ‘ Adupmtfon&nwdzmqspwe&ovwavmylong.m. . _ e Lisa and Maggie have long eyelashes like their mum.
Natwrol selection. | Adaptations tor an erwironment and ever changing organisms living there match

better than other organisms - enabling those organisms to live long enough to e Bart has no eyelashes like his dad.

Selective breeding | Organisms from the same species chosen to breed together, to encowruge
charucteristics to he passed on to their offspring, e.g. dogs

Swrvival of the Relating to natural selection, this phruse refers to those in the species which are hest
Charles Darwin A key scientist in the field of evolution and natwral selection.

Palaeontologist A scientist who studies fossils

e All of the family have three fingers and a thumbh.

Sediment Layers of mud that twn to stone

Truce fossils Leave ‘truces’ of an animal from when it wus alive hehind such as a footprint

Coprolite Fossilised excrement that determine if the animal was a herbivore, camivore or
omnivore

Selective breeding Natural selection
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Fossils can he traced hack to a specific point
Ifau,ofthzsxmugrwmgti,zpmm L finch: imeline.

stopped growing inthe UK, the linnet ¢ = . _ o

would, run, out of food and would not bwk(bﬂle) U.W""w Fowi&hmrebwmfound,wlook/vuy w‘rulm'tcrsmm
be ahle to live = no- more offspring. eating very small species we still see today, but they are dated at being
from millions of years ago.

Other finches (such as the bullfinch) with bigger, stronger | ¢  Fossils provide a map of where species have come
heaks would still be able to eat plants which produce larger from.

seeds. e Fossils provide o record of slight adaptations and
This is L selection, — traits sel L as advantadeous. overull evolution of a species.




