Year Six Science - Summer 2 - Evolution and inheritance

Key Vocabulary Inherited charucteristics
Inheritance The passing of charucteristics from a parent to its offspring. These are things ahout the offspring (children) that are similar to the
Variation Changes hetween one thing and another.
Charucteristics A feature that makes one thing different or similar to another. parents.
Adaptation A change in a characteristic of an organism. These occwr natwrally all of the time. e Bart, Lisa and Maggie all have spikey hair, just like their dad.
Evolution . Adapmwnwd@mqspmwuavwgwng.wm. . _ e Lisw and Maggie have long eyelashes like their mum.
Natwrol selection | Adaptations to an enwironment and ever changing organisms living there match
better than other organisms — enabling those organisms to live long enough to e Bart has no eyelashes like his dad.
Selective breeding | Organisms from the same species chosen to breed together, to encowruge * Allof the family th}rwfmgers,and,a,t}wmb,.
charucteristics to he passed on to their offspring, e.g. dogs = '
Survival of the Relating to- natwral selection, this phruse refers to those in the species which are hest
Charles Darwin A key scientist in the field of evolution and natwral selection.
Palaeontologist A scientist who studies fossils
Sediment Layers of mud that twmn to stone
Trace fossils Leave ‘truces’ of an animal from when it wus alive hehind such as a footprint
Coprolite Fossilised excrement that determine if the animal wuas a herbivore, camivore or
omnivore
Selective breeding Natural selection
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