
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Five Science - Summer 1- Space 
Key Vocabulary The solar system 

Orbit A regular movement around another object in a curved path  
Asteroid belt Sits between the orbits of Jupiter and mars 
Dwarf planet A celestial body that is too small to be identified and classified as a planet 
Elliptical path The paths planets and stars take around the sun 
Axis The Earth spins on an axis and therefore is not vertical  
Lunar cycle A 28 day cycle of the moon 
Phases of the 
moon 

When different parts of the moon are lit up by the sun so we see different 
parts of the moon 

Waxing When the moon is increasing in size 
Waning When the moon is decreasing in size 
Geocentrism The old theory of how the solar system worked 
Heliocentrism The new theory of how the solar system works and what we believe today 
Celestial body An object in space. This could be a moon, a planet, a star or even space junk. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Movement of the Earth, Earth’s moon and the sun Geocentric model of the solar system (old theory) 

 
 The moon rotates on its axis (1 full turn = 28 days = 1 orbit of 

Earth). 
 The moon orbits Earth (28 days = 1 complete orbit) giving us the 

phases of the moon visible from Earth. 
 The Earth rotates on its axis (24 hours) giving day and night. 
 The Earth’s axis is on a tilt, giving us seasons. 
 The Earth orbits the sun (365 ¼ days = one complete orbit). 
 The sun rotates on its axis (average = 27 days). 
 

 

People thought this model 
to be true because … 
 The Earth feels solid, 

and you cannot feel it 
moving…   

 … so everything else 
must move around the 
Earth. 


