
Year 3. Autumn 1. Geography - Cities 

Vocabulary Knowledge 

urban A word related to a town or a city. 

 

 

 
 

settlement  A place where people once did not live, but now do. 
 

capital  
city  

The city in the country where the government rules 
from.  

city 
A city is a large urban settlement, usually with a 
large population.    

town 
A built-up area with a name, defined boundaries, 
and local government. It is larger than a village 
and generally smaller than a city.  

Luton  
The town in which most of us live and the school is 
located. It is a large town in the East of England.  

population The number of people who live or are in a place 
 

transport 
How people and things travel around and in and out 
of a country, eg, bike, bus, car, train, lorry.  

compass 
A device that shows direction including, north, south, 
east and west 

 

region An area of a country with its own characteristics. 

 

 

4-figure-
referencing 

A way of showing where something is on a map. 
This contains a horizontal and vertical value. 

 

horizontal 
A positional direction from left to right along the 
horizon. 

 

vertical 
A positional direction that is either up to down, or 
down to up. 

 

 

 

Many people usually live in cities because there are lots 
of jobs, there are entertainments (cinemas and sports), 
people want to be near family who might live in the city, 
to be near good transport links (train stations and 
motorways). 

 

 
 

Every country has a ‘capital city’ which is usually their 
biggest city by population. In the UK, these are: London 
in England, Edinburgh in Scotland, Cardiff in Wales and 
Belfast in Northern Ireland. 

In Luton there are many job 
opportunities including at the 
airport, shopping centres, 
hospitals, football stadium 
and cinema. 

In the United Kingdom there 
are many cities which 
include Bristol, Manchester 
and Liverpool. 

The United Kingdom is 
divided into 12 regions 
and many of these use 
the compass points in 
their name. 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

To find a 4-figure grid reference on a map, start at the 
bottom left corner of the square you want to find and 
look at the number on the horizontal (easting) grid line 
first, and then the vertical (northing) grid line. 
Remember the phrase ‘along the corridor and up the 
stairs’ to keep the order correct: the first two digits are 
the ‘along’ number (easting) and the next two are the up 
(northing) number. 

 



Quizzing Quiz at home 

Ask your partner the questions below. Can they find the correct answer on the right-hand side? 
 
Ask your adult to look at the KO.  
 
Quiz them using the vocabulary and 
knowledge section or the quiz questions.  
 

• Can they beat your score? 
 

• Can they score more than 5? 10? 
 

• Compete with your adult in the 
elimination quiz. Take it in turn to ask 
each other questions. The first person to 
get a question wrong is out. 

 
 
 

 

What do the cities of London, Belfast, Edinburgh and Cardiff have in common? twelve  

What do Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol and Liverpool have in common? directions 
How many regions are there in the United Kingdom? Luton 
What is the word that relates to towns and cities? settlement 
What does a compass show? transport 
What is a place called where people once did not live, but now do? region 

Name a large town in the East of England that has an airport and a football stadium? capital cities 
What is the name of an area of a country with its own characteristics? urban 
Which word describes the way in which people and things move around a country? cities 

BIG Questions Beat the adult 

   

1.  Name three major job opportunities in Luton. 
2.  What is the difference between an easting and a Northing? 
3.  Name three regions of the United Kingdom that include 

compass points. 
4.  What are the main differences between a town and a city? 
5.  Which capital city of the United Kingdom is the largest? 

 
Your teacher can give 10 facts in 1 minute 
about this topic. 
  
How many can you give 
to your partner?  

Word scramble Creative Tasks Challenge 

Unscramble the key vocabulary 
from this topic below.  
You can create your own at 
the bottom, 

1. Use a blank copy of the KO to fill in 
the missing information.  

 

 

 

2. Write a list of the regions of the 
United Kingdom and investigate 
which is each region’s largest city. 

 

 

 

3. If you were going to design your 
own town, which amenities and 
services would you want it to 
have? Why? 

 

 
 

4. Make your own wordsearch 
including each capital city as well 
as other large cities of the United 
Kingdom. 

 

parrots t n  
nettle stem  
ban u r  
i typical pact  
staBle f  
input lap o  
ignore  
maps soc  
dib hungEr  
eruption jot i bops  

  



Enquiry 

Map Work 

This is a map of an area on the outskirts of 
Birmingham.  
 

On this map there are squares with blue 
numbers on them.  
 

Write down the 4-figure grid reference for 
 

i. Shenley Fields 
ii. The school on the north-west shore of 

Bartley Reservoir 
iii. Manor Farm Park 
iv. Griffin’s Hill 
v. The war memorials 
vi. Bournville railway station 
vii. The library at Weoley Castle 
viii. Wood Brook (where name is written) 
ix. The hospital to the south of this map 
x. Frankley Reservoir 

 

These are all shown with a red marker. 
 

Label three human or physical features within 
the grid reference 0180. 

 

 
 

Fill in the gaps using the given words 
 

 
 

Here is a map of that includes some of England and some of Wales. 
 

Use this road map (red lines) to track a route from Birmingham to Liverpool through many cities 
and large towns. 
 

Your journey must go via Derby, Nottingham, Sheffield and Manchester. 
 

On your return journey, you need to travel via Chester, Wrexham and Shrewsbury. 
 

Use an atlas to label the roads that your journey took you on. 
 

How long was each part of your journey? 
 

Would you be able to travel these routes by train (dark grey lines) or water (blue lines)?  



 

Knowledge Knowledge 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Every country has a ‘______ _____-’ which is usually 
their biggest city by population. In the UK, these are: 
___________ in England, Edinburgh in Scotland, Cardiff 
in Wales and Belfast in Northern Ireland. 

 

 
 

To find a 4-figure grid reference on a map, start at the 
bottom left corner of the square you want to find and look 
at the number on the horizontal (___________) grid line 
first, and then the vertical (___________) grid line. 
Remember the phrase ‘along the corridor and up the 
stairs’ to keep the order correct: the first two digits are the 
‘along’ number (easting) and the next two are the up 
(northing) number. 

In the United Kingdom 
there are many cities 
which include Bristol, 
___________ and 
Liverpool. 

The United Kingdom is 
divided into ______ 
regions and many of these 
use the ___________ 
points in their name. 

In Luton there are many 
job opportunities 
including at the 
___________, shopping 
centres, hospitals, 
___________ stadium 
and cinema. 

 

 

 
  

 

Many people usually live in cities because there are lots 
of ___________, there are entertainments (cinemas 
and sports), people want to be near ___________ 
who might live in the city, to be near good transport 
links (train stations and motorways). 

 



 

Write the definition for each of the following words Write the vocabulary word for each definition 

Vocabulary Vocabulary 

urban A word related to a town or a city. 

 
 

 
 

settlement  A place where people once did not live, but now do. 

 

capital  
city  

The city in the country where the government rules from. 
 

city 
A city is a large urban settlement, usually with a large 
population.    

town 
A built-up area with a name, defined boundaries, and 
local government. It is larger than a village and 
generally smaller than a city.  

Luton  
The town in which most of us live and the school is 
located. It is a large town in the East of England.  

population The number of people who live or are in a place 
 

transport 
How people and things travel around and in and out of a 
country, eg, bike, bus, car, train, lorry.  

compass 
A device that shows direction including, north, south, 
east and west 

 

region An area of a country with its own characteristics. 

 

4-figure-
referencing 

A way of showing where something is on a map. This 
contains a horizontal and vertical value. 

 

horizontal A positional direction from left to right along the horizon. 
 

vertical 
A positional direction that is either up to down, or down 
to up. 

 

 

  

horizontal 
A positional direction from ___________ to right 
along the horizon. 

 

capital  
city  

The city in the country where the ___________ rules 
from. 

 

vertical 
A positional direction that is either up to 
___________, or ___________ to up. 

 

urban A word related to a ___________ or a city. 

 
 

 

settlement  
A place where people once ___________ live, but now 
do. 

 

population The ___________ of people who live or are in a place 
 

city 
A city is a large urban ___________, usually with a 
large population.    

Luton  
The town in which most of us live and the school is 
___________. It is a large town in the ___________ 
of England.  

compass 
A device that shows ___________ including, north, 
south, east and west 

 

 
 

transport 
How people and things ___________ around and in 
and out of a country, eg, bike, bus, car, train, lorry.  

town 
A built-up area with a name, defined boundaries, and 
local ___________. It is larger than a village 
and generally smaller than a city.  

region An area of a country with its own ___________. 

 

4-figure-
referencing 

A way of showing ___________ something is on a 
map. This contains a horizontal and vertical value. 

 

 


