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Jewish Festivals

Key Vocabulary

Important Facts

Festival- is a celebration

Rosh Hashanah is a festival where Jews recall how God created the world in 6 days and rested on the
seventh. Jews examine their deeds from the past year and look to make a fresh start for the next one. It is
also the start of the most solemn part of the year, which last for 10 days. These ten days are called the
Days of Repentance. On this occasion the shofar is blown and tashlich is carried out.

Passover (also known as Pesach) is a Jewish
festival celebrated by Jews.
Sedar- is a special plate used for Sedar meal during
Passover.
Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish new year festival.
Yom Kippur is the ‘Day of Atonement’
Talmud- a prayer to show thankfulness.
Shofar is a horn blown on Rosh
Hashanah. This reminds people
that God is very powerful, and
they must listen to him
Tashlich is performed in the Jewish New Year
following Rosh Hashanah morning services. It
symbolises Jews casting off their sins (in the form
of bread crusts or crumbs) by throwing them into
moving water.
Ten Commandments- Rules sent to Moses from
God.

Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the year in Judaism. Its central themes are
atonement and repentance. Jewish people traditionally observe this holy day with an
approximate 24-hour period of fasting and intensive prayer, often spending most of
the day in synagogue services.
Passover (Pesach) On this day Jews commemorate the time children of Israel left
slavery and fled out of Egypt by Moses over 3000 years ago. The Passover festival
lasts for 7 days. The first 2 nights of Passover are celebrated with the Sedar meal. A
Sedar plate holds at least six of the ritual items that are talked about during the
seder: the shankbone, karpas, chazeret, charoset, maror, and egg. Each food item
represent how the Jews felt during slavery. For example the Beitzah: The egg is a
symbol of rebirth. 3 Maror: Bitter herbs such as horseradish signify the bitterness of enslavement. 4
Karpas: A non-bitter vegetable, here parsley, is dipped in salted water to symbolize tears.
Jews believe that they are God’s favoured People – rescued from slavery and brought into the Promised
Land. After their escape from Egypt, the Jewish people were given the Ten Commandments.
Talmud is a prayer that teaches how Jews should say ‘Thank you’ 100 times a day. Jewish people say
this through the day.
The Siddur prayer book contains numerous ‘baruch atah Adonai’ prayers –

Blessed are you O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the tree. May it be your
will, God of our fathers, to renew us in a good and sweet year.
Key People and Places

Quiz

1) lWhich Jewish festival celebrate the creation of the world?
a) Passover b) Yom Kippur c) Rosh Hashanah c) Mitzvah
2) What is the Holiest day of the year in Judaism?
a) Passover b) Yom Kippur c) Rosh Hashanah c) Mitzvah
3) What is the hebrew word for Passover?

a) Hanukkah b) Eid Al Fitr c) Vaisaki d) Pesach

4) How many days does Pesach last for? a) 7 days

b) 5 days c) 3 days d) a day

5) How many parts are there on a Sedar plate? a) three

b) four

c) five

d) six

6) Which country did the slave flee from with Moses?
a) South Africa
b) Israel c) Egypt
d) UK
7) What is the name of the prayer that teach Jews to be thankful?

a) Talmud

8) How many times a day does the Talmud prayer need to be spoken? a) three

b) Passover c) Yom Kippur d) Haggadah

b) fourteen

c) fifty

d) one hundred

9) What item is used to remind people about God? a) Shofar b) a Torah c) Haggadah d) Talmud
10) How many commandments did Moses recieve?
Key People and Places

Jews- a believer in God and Moses.
Moses is a prophet.

a) three

b) four

c) five

d) two

Useful websites

https://www.bbc.com/teach/class-clips-video/what-is-rosh-hashanah-jewish-new-year/zdqc8xs - Rosh
Hashanah
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/texts/talmud.shtml -Talmud

