River Bank Primary Knowledge Organiser Year 3
Summer 2 Pastel drawings of self-portraits and still life
Facts about Frida Kahlo
Pastel drawing Techniques
Key Vocabulary








She was a Mexican painter,
known for her self-portraits
and use of bright colours.
She had polio when she was
six years old & it left her
right leg shorter than the
left.
She was married to fellow
artist, Diego Rivera.
She enjoyed taking care of
her pets and her garden.
Her art features symbols of
Mexican folk culture.
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Key Facts

Frida Kahlo

Life

1907 -1954

Country of birth
Style
Media
Quotes by Frida
Khalo:
“They thought I
was a Surrealist,
but I wasn’t. I
never painted
dreams. I painted
my own reality.”
“I paint flowers so they will not
die”

Mexico
Surrealist/Folkloric
Oil paints

Self-portrait
with monkeys,
1943

Portrait of
Dona Rosa
Morillo, 1944

 Portrait: a picture of a person.
 Self-portrait: a painting or drawing that the artist makes of themselves.
 Still- life: one of the main subject types of Western art. The subject matter of a
still life painting or sculpture is anything that does not move.
 Pastels: small sticks of different coloured pigments (colours) that are used for
drawing pictures, either made from chalk or oils.
 Blending: mixing two or more colours to soften lines.
 Blocking: painting in simple blocks, or shapes, of colour.
 Hatching: an artistic technique used to create tonal or shading effects by
drawing closely spaced parallel lines.
 Scumbling: creating controlled scribbled marks.
 Stippling: small, distinct dots of colour are applied in patterns to form an image.
 Folkloric (adj): having the traditional beliefs, customs, and stories of a
community, passed through the generations by word of mouth.
 Surrealists: a group of artists who create fantastic and strange works of art,
inspired by dreams.

Internet sites and places to visit
Frida Kahlo biography
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfbLR15Bh74
Children’s books
 ‘Fantastically Great Women Who Changed the World’ by Kate Pankhurst
 ‘Frida Kahlo and Her Animalitos’ by Monica Brown
 ‘Frida Kahlo and the Bravest Girl in the World: Famous Artists and the Children
Who Knew Them’ by Laurence Anholt
Chalk Pastel techniques
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oj2sEXs4XZY
Oil Pastel techniques
https://www.artforkidshub.com/how-to-blend-with-oil-pastels/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jm6wo-8rJD0
Portraits
https://www.bbc.com/teach/class-clips-video/how-to-draw-a-portrait/zk28qp3

Question 1
Which of the following is not a pastel technique?

Quiz
Question 2
What is Frida Kahlo famous for?

A. Hatching

A. Sculpture

B. Blending

B. Printing

C. Stippling

C. Painting

D. Splattering

D. Collage

Question 3

Question 4

Who was Frida Kahlo?

Which century did Frida Kahlo live?

A. A decorator

A. 17th century

B. A Mexican artist

B. 18th century

C. A dreamer

C. 19th century

D. A suffragette

D. 20th century

Question 5
What does the word ‘Folkloric mean?

Question 6
What is a self-portrait?

A. An artist who creates fantastic and strange works of art, inspired by dreams.

A. A picture of a city.

B. An artist who creates a piece of work based on reality.

B. A picture of the countryside.

C. A story book illustrator.

C. A painting or drawing that the artist makes of himself.

D. To have the traditional beliefs, customs, and stories of a community, passed
through the generations by word of mouth.

D. A picture of an object.

Question 7
The artistic term ‘blending’ means:

Question 8
What is this technique called?

A. making a smoothie

A. Scribbling

B. drawing closely spaced parallel lines.

B. Stippling

C. applying small, distinct dots of colour in patterns to form an image.

C. Sgraffito

D. mixing two or more colours to soften lines

D. Scumbling

