
“Putting the children at the centre of everything we do.”

Early Years Foundation Stage 2023-2024

Welcome to River Bank Primary School
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Reception 
Teachers

Miss Brown
Bumblebee Class Teacher

EYFS Leader

Mr Seeley
Ladybird Class Teacher

Miss Hamilton
Dragonfly Class Teacher

Mrs Shiels
Butterfly Class Teacher

Mrs Ahir
Part-Time Class Teacher
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Our Teams

Family Team

Office Staff

We also have a number of staff who can support your child and 
family during their time at River Bank Primary: 

Inclusion Manager

Nurture Team

Senior Leadership Team
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What is life like in EYFS?

A transition visit for you and your child to see our provision, and 
meet their teachers and new friends will be in your pack.

Please let us know whether you are or are unable to attend. 
We request that no siblings attend the session.

We will be asking current establishments for any assessment 
information to give to our staff for September. 
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Key Dates for Parents Date and Times Event Details 
Monday 4th September No school Staff training day 

Tuesday 5th, Wednesday 6th, Thursday 7th

and Friday 8th September

8:30am-11:30am

Mornings only in school

Your child will start school and 

you will need to drop them at the 

door and the staff will help them 

put their belongings away.

Monday 11th, Tuesday 12th

8:30am – 11:30am

Mornings only in school
Mornings only

Wednesday 13th September 8:30am – 12:45pm

Your child will stay at school for 

lunch

Thursday 14th September 8:30am – 15:15pm Full day

Friday 15th September 8:30am – 12:45pm* Full day

Monday 18th September onwards

Your child will be full time

Mondays – Thursdays

8:30am – 15:15pm

Friday 8:30am – 12:45pm*
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Our School Day
• Topic learning
• Physical Literacy (imoves)
• Mathematics (NCTEM)
• Rhyme of the week
• Phonics: Read Write Inc
• Choosing (play-based learning)
• Lunch (11:30 – 12:45)
• Mathematics (WRM)
• 1:1 reading
• Choosing (play-based learning)
• Squiggle me into a writer
• Colourful Semantics
• Story time 

Weekly sessions:
• Physical Education (PE)
• Music
• Handwriting
• Helicopter stories
• Celebration Assembly
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Some key changes to note:
1. Less formal written recordings of observations by staff. 
• Staff know the abilities and skills of each child, and know how to support them to develop. 

2.   Greater emphasis on the importance of developing communication and language skills. 
• Children should be supported and encouraged to have more conversations with adults, but also 

children and their peers. 

3. Greater focus on how reading stories is important to help children develop in all of  
Areas of Learning. 

• Daily reading of stories encourages enjoyment of reading from a young age. 

4. There is a focus on encouraging healthy choices and an understanding of oral health.
• Schools are required to teach children the importance of brushing teeth. 

Changes to EYFS from 2021
The aim of the changes is to improve learning for all children and better prepare them for starting their 
educational journey. Not all parts of the EYFS have changed, some elements have remained the same 
or similar. 
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Assessment
The Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) is a short assessment, taken in the first six 

weeks when a child starts reception. 

The purpose of the reception baseline assessment is to provide an on-entry 
assessment of pupil attainment to be used as a starting point from which a cohort-

level progress measure to the end of key stage 2 (KS2) can be created. (DfE February 
20’)

We also have our own on-entry assessment which gives us an indication of children’s 
strengths and starting points at that moment in time. These informal assessments 

will also tell us about children’s passions and interests. 
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Learning Through Play
In EYFS, children access independent learning through play alongside 

taught discrete lessons. 
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Prime learning areas

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development

Communication 
and Language

Physical 
Development
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These lead into…

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 
the World

Expressive Arts 
and Design
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Read Write Inc
Children receive daily phonics lessons.
They learn letter sounds along with a 
phrase to support letter formations.

These are the sounds children use to 
learn how to read and write. 

There will be a phonics meeting for 
parents and carers in the new 
academic year to support your 
child at home.  
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Individual Academic Diary
Children will receive a school book each week that matches their 

phonic knowledge. Your child will be read at least once a week by a 
member of our school staff.

The expectation is that children will read their allocated book each 
day with an adult and this will be signed on each occasion.
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Lunch and Snack
School dinners are free to the 
children until Year 2.
You can make choices online for 
your child the day before.

You may choose to provide 
a packed lunch.

Snack is available throughout the day for your child. 
Please provide a named reusable water bottle. 
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School Uniform 
Children must wear the full uniform every day. 
This can be purchased from Ricky’s Fashion, 
My Uniform Shop or Prestige Design.

Our children wear their PE kits to school
on their PE days. 
This will be a Friday but is subject to change.
All items must be clearly labelled, including PE shoes and jumpers.
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Summer Holiday Challenge
Our first topic in September is ‘I am AMAZING’. Can you create a box filled with 
objects, toys or pictures that tell us all about your family and favourite things? 

Please decorate the outside of your box however you like!  

Please complete this together as a family. It will be a great activity to talk to your 
child about start school. It will also be something they can share with their new 
friends in September. Please make sure that the box is no bigger than a shoe box. 
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Partnerships
Everyone at River Bank Primary has your child’s best interests at heart and we 

know that children flourish when all parties work in partnership to promote 
personal development and a love of learning.

Our staff and external agencies want each child to be safe, happy and fulfil their 
potential and we can achieve this by maintaining a good line of communication. 
As a parent, you know your child best and sharing what you know can make a 

great impact on how they embrace school life.

By working together with health visitors, specialised practitioners and agencies 
who can use their expert knowledge of children’s development, we can identify 

strategies to support children. 
Where necessary and with parental permission, we will seek advice from these 

professionals to help identify whether a child has additional needs in relation to 
their mental / physical health and / or learning and development.
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If your child is finding things challenging, we can offer support and 
advice to meet their needs in and outside of school. 

• Always raise any queries or concerns with your child’s class 
teacher and a meeting will be readily available at your request.

• If appropriate, the class teacher may request that a meeting is 
held with our SENCo and/or Family Team present.

• Any actions will always be decided upon with parent/carer input.

What to do if you are concerned
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Here are some suggestions of activities for your child that will 
prepare them for school in September. 
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Thank you for attending

Please let us know if you 
have any questions.


